look at cultural programs within the context of the factories. This part also contains an interesting survey of GDR foreign policy, particular in relation to the Bundesrepublik. It is part C of this book that proves to be the most problematic. In spite of an obvious at-r tempt to seem objective, Gransow's approach accepts and reiterates the party line on Kulturpolitik as articulated at the VIII.Party Congress. We believe that if this book was intended for the newcomer to Kulturpolitik in the GDR, then a more critical attitude on Gransow's part would have been appropriate and would certainly not have undermined his approach; on the contrary, it would have strengthened it. The critical reader i3 left witn the suspicious! feeling that Gransow purposely does not incorporate certain historical turning-points which have had a direct impact on the course of cultural policy in the GDR. Should not any author on the history of the GDR, who implies object:'.""?, ty, at least render the events of 3u-j dapest '56 and Prague '68? True, Gransow does < mention the workers' rebellion of June 17th, j 1053, in the GDR, but, here too, the reader is i left with the uncomfortable feeling that Gran-} sow does not critically assess internal factors leading to this event and chooses to focus j more on external elements. Even though a pletho ra of background information tends to sometimes surprise and often confuse the reader, this book does provide an invaluable survey of GDR Kulturpolitik. But, despite the excessive j: use of footnotes (more than 800 in 130 pages) many questions remain unanswered. For instance^ in'connection with his discussion of the Earich group, Gransow refers to the "definitive" cri-! tique of Harich's position made by Rugard 0. Gropp, but the reader is never told who Gropp is nor what his function might have been. Nor does Gransow deal well with one of the overriding questions of Kulturpolitik in the GDR, namely, why some authors are able to criticize the system while others are ostracized ;or even imprisoned. Indeed, one begins to question where Kulturpolitik leaves off and Parteipolitik begins.
For the reader who wants an introduction to the relationship between culture and politics in the GDR, Gransow offers a starting point, but one which must be read critically and whici^ above all, must be supplemented by further reading on this topic. For those who have already acquired a more sophisticated knowledge of the GDR this book has very little to offer that is new. 2 GDR Bulletin, Vol. 2 [1976] , Iss. 4, Art. 6 https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol2/iss4/6 DOI: 10.4148/gdrb.v2i4.366
